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Tony Baxter Screaming (Island)

Unusually convincing James Brown impersonation from Brixton's own
Sodiather Of Soul who screams himself silly over Bobby O's production
Dr Beat Miami Sound Machine (Tabu)

The top-seling pop lunk import of the moment. Get it while stocks last
The Kane Gang 7he Closest Thing To Heaven (Kitchenware)

Vetaran soul producer Pete Wingfield steers Newcastle's finest towards a
Wes: Coast, blue-eyed ballad. Their next hit
Rank And File Rank And File (Rough Trade)

Country through a rockabilly chamber with a message lor our imes
Sivuca Ain’t No Sunshine (London)

Lazy summer samba treatment of the Bill Withers classic. Has to be
Datter than the electro version
501s We Are Invincible (ERS)

Cheekily-titled Boystown crutch shaker. Energy levels get hi-er
Special Request Take It To The Max (Tommy Boy)

Top of the pile of latin hip hop mixes currently swamping the DJ decks
Sali-styled and distinguished

Prince Purple Rain (IWEA)

Bow to His Royal Badness. As ever, Prince over reaches but still
surpasses all else. There are only so many superlatives in the dictionary
Sade Diamond Life (Epic)

Crisp and mellow, sweet and salty: a platter of jazzy songs and stylish
moods. Robin Millar produces with a deft touch
Claudio Roditi fed On Red (Green Street)

Trumpet player Roditi and Brazilian vocalist Kinea present the hip without
the hop! latin jazz and scat singing set the nght tone
Violent Femmes Hallowed Ground (London)

More nervy desires from the boys, but on this second album it’s turning
nto religious guilt. A painfully acquired taste
Elvis Costello Goodbye Cruel World (F-Beat)

Master craftsman exposes the bnghter side of misery
Pure Soul Vol 2 Varnous Artists (Kent)

Deep blue soul for dancefioor and tear ducts
Roger The Saga Continues (WEA)

Part time P. Funk-er Roger Troutman with another Clinton-inspired solo
album. Leans heavily on vocoder but pulls it off brilliantly with best ever
gover of “The Midnight Hour™ featuning Mighty Clouds Of Joy
Jonathan Richman & Modern Lovers Jonathan Sings (Rough Trade)

He returns, undefeated by cynicism, 10 regale his fans with another set of
streat cormner homilies

® From selections by Paul Rambali Lesley White, Marek Kohn, Jay Strongman, Vaughn
Toulose, Dave Hill, Bob Elms, Peter Martin

Cop those fins. 1958 Cadillac Coupe
2Ville from Car Culture (Plexus £6.95)

a a

©® Huben Blades: more than just Flavour Of The Month

Carol Cooper

@ Is a Citroen 2CV a car in the fullest
sense of the word? If you read their ads
you'll know the spec - internal com-
bustion engine, metal passenger con-
tainer, four fully-rounded wheels etc
but is that all there is to a car? Course
not! There’s fins. Not all, in fact, very
few cars have fins, but fins are the
purest expression in metal of every-
thing a car signifies other than trans-
port. Car Culture (Plexus, £6.95) is,
regrettably, not specifically about fins,
but Frances Basham and Bob Ughetti
have photographed a plethora of autos
with just about all the trappings of
aviation except actual wings. More
than this, there's a parade of radiator
grilles, airbrush illuminations and un-
natural custom-built monsters. Paul
Rambali, for it is he, supplies a text
about car customs stuffed with motor
facts and quotes. On one hand, Roland
Barthes on the 2CV's sublime ancestor,
the DS, with its windows like “vast
walls of air and space, with the curva-
ture, the spread and the brilliance of
soap bubbles”. On another, a redneck
with a fleet of gas-guzziers — "I love to
pull alongside a socialist 35-mpg and
leave my engine running for venting my
frustration at what is happening”.
Voices from a bygone age; buried under
Datsun, Honda and the World Car.
Autoromantics, pull up to this bumper
fun book. Marek Kohn




