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~T'he Politics Behind the Latino’s Legacy

By RUREN RLADES

URING THE 1880's, MUCH WAS
sntieipated on behall of Spanish-
speaking communities. A phrase
was coined, "'La década dé los
Hispanos ~ and numerpus publl

cations eagerly speculated that Latinos
wollld inftuence the palitical, econamic, artis-
"% pe, cullural and social front in the United
Siates
Other than having » distinguished Mexi-
© oan-American actor, Edward James Olmas,
~on the cover of Time magazine, the 80°s came
and woenl without much sign of a Hispanic
*‘cultural explosion 1 this country. In fact, in
the wake af that decade's social dislbeations,
the Latin community provided a substantial
perceniage of the economically drowned and
artistically ignored
Over the years, attitudes and perceptions
“in the United States townrd those south of its
i . border have oscillated from outright ridicule
Iml eantempt 1o appeasement and courtship ey

E:}u:ﬂnumﬁ indifference. Today a precar-  Roosevelt's Good Neighbor Pollcy was
f Impasse exiis between the two cullures nod news for Latinos in the aris.,
Since the silent era of fitms, Latin culture éox e

and its character have been grolesquely dis-
toned and misrepresented. Consider the An-
_Rlo streenvwriter's creation of the Latin lover
“snd the greaser, an amoral character of
| "unspeakable violence who came to personify

he image of Latinos
veered wildly from
the silent film era to
World WIr il to the
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I'vrane Power nnd Basil Rathbone in “The Mark of Zorro” (1940)—Honorable Latin chrractors nllnﬂr :
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"'l"m:e ¢ Greaser” ) .
"‘f“"‘*‘" mﬂ“ﬂ-‘wﬂu create o beiter ralationship with Latin Amer-  proved that, given (he oppartunity, o Laiima  thon of the oy ﬂupﬁw
: m-dﬂmn foan republics .I.llll'.'nuII mnnme fl:mnli::; mu]dm the subject ol national sdora. m ! :
fof Panama aljons, The war had closed Europenn vioh and artistic aceeplance. Ll
and. In &nﬂhﬁﬂumkﬂﬂf hﬂ*bﬂ# ; pVing the Amerjcas the  But just whﬁnhmihhduw country’s r

seat, lndh.ll#ilr ained r mlfm.llmlﬂlﬁ D Lntin culture spemnsd at hand, po Inter ﬁm
i m%  Gearge Hadley-  vened, influonced by two unlikely tndivid: umum i ’l,
- Garcia said in his .ﬁdt“mupum: Holly-  uals: Fidel Castro and Rosa Parks. When m A and
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